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Bethany Lutheran Church , ELCA
130 Odill Drive ~ Norway, Ml

906-563-8472  bethanyoffice@norwaymi.com
www.norwaybethany.org
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Interim Pastor, Rev. Mike Laakko . |
906-281.1706 @ Bethany: oHouse Fi

lllustration by
mlaakko@up.net Irma Eisenmann, Sun City, AZ

HANY LUTHERAN CHURCH WORSHIP AND EDUCATION

8:45 am Holy Communion Worship Service

10:00 - 10:40 am Sunday School for ALL Ages
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Pre-K Ages 24 (Nursery Room)Julie VanHolla and Ann Adams
K-Grade 3 (Tykes Room)Lisa Anderson, Ann Marie DeClark and Lynn Dunkes
Grade 4-7 (Room B)Diane Gendron and Debbie Tanguay
Grade 8-12 (Room A)Renee Trudeau and Norma Raboin
AduItBlbIeStudy O4EA AAOGET T AOU( Ax 4AO0OAI AT O .
(Conference Room)]ohn Dedo and Charlie Modlln
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0 6:30 am every Thursday (Great Room)
Charlie Modlin, Leader and Dave Lofholm, Chef

60 " EAB4iA &3 DIOIAU AT A O 3A00Ad 4ER
6.00 pm every 4th Monday - January 2 (Conference Room)
Leslie Randall, Leader and Lori Dzik, Host

Joint Advent Midweek Services
6:30 Wednesday Evenings
Flames for the Faithful ~ Worship Around The Advent Wreath
November 30 The Prophecy Candle
December 7 The Bethlehem Candle
December 144 EA 3 EADPEAOASO #
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Joint Christmas Eve Holy Communion Worship Services
Saturday December 24
7:00 pm Live Nativity
9:00 pm Candlelight with Choir
Joint Christmas Day Holy Communion Worship Service
Sunday, December 25
3:00 pm Festival of Lessons and Carols
(No morning Worship Services)



Pastor Mike Laakko
of United Lutheran Church in Crystal Falls
presently serves as ar

Pastor Mike travels or
to take care of any special needs
within the church and congregation,
and is available to give communion to those
in the hospital, nursing home or homebound.

If you would like to meet up with Pastor Mike
call the church office to set up an appointment

Contact Pastor Mike
in case of any emergency or for pastoral care
Home: 906-822-0089 Cell: 906 -281-1706
United Lutheran Office: 906-875-6591
7 AMessage From The Desk of Rev Mike |_aakko Email: mlaakko@up.net

O WHAT | S DI SCI PLESHI P?6
Read Luke 14:2535

0OTrails need to be reconstructed. Pl ease avoid ¢k
and spiders and spider webs. Please spray the wilderness to rid the areas of these pests. Please pave the
trailséChair |ifts need to be in some places so t hce

them. The coyotes made too much noise last night and kept me awake. Please eradicate these annoying
ani mal s. ¢

These comments and complaints indicate that the people who made them do not really understand
what it means to stay in a "wilderness area." They were looking for something convenient and comfortable,
but not truly a wilderness experience. In a similar way, many people today do not understand what it means
to be a genuine Christian. There are multitudes that often follow Jesus or claim to be a Christian but they do
so on their terms and not his. They do not truly comprehend the biblical definition of discipleship.

Because of this ignorance there are many who consider themselves to be followers of Jesus who are
not, even though in many ways they do look like followers of Jesus. They go to church, have a profession of
faith, read their Bibles, pray, even give in the offering, but they are not the real deal or at least are not living
and thinking like the real deal. Jesus confronts this problem in the text mentioned at the start of this article.

He makes it very clear what it means to be a Christian.

Lets take a look at how Jesus defined discipleship. A disciple is a true follower of Jesus Christ. In other
words, what we would call a "Christian." If you are a Christian, you are a disciple; if you are not a disciple as
Jesus defines it then you are not a Christian. These two terms (Disciple and Christian) mean the same thing in
the same way that | mean that the same thing when | speak of my "spouse" or my "wife."

In fact the term "disciples” occurs 269 times in the New Testament, while the term "Christian" only
occurs three times. I n the Book of Acts wedre told
(Acts 11:26)." This makes clear that the terms are interchangeable. | wanted this to be clear because | believe it
clarifies the seriousness of what Jesus was saying. For instance, Jesus words in verse 27, "Anyone who does
not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple" could also be phrased as "Anybody who does not
carry his cross and follow me cannot be a Christian." That phrasing somehow gets our attention more and
clarifies the seriousness of the issue or subject Jesus is teaching.

Our OAngles in Actiondé ministry is about discip
means to be a disciple, an Angle in Action! To be a disciple of Jesus you must first be committed to him
above everything else .

Have a Blessed Advent as we prepare for the coming of Christ again into our Hearts at Christmas.
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Bethany Lutheran Church with
Rev Bill Payne blessed 36 glass jars
on Sunday, November 27

for the Synod World Hunger Appeal

Please bring a jar home
to collect loose change
and as jars fill up
please drop the change into the
WORLD HUNGER JUG
and continue to fill
until next spring
All the proceeds will go to
WORLD HUNGER
at NGLS Synod Assembly

If you have not picked one up
to bring home for your family,
jars will be available at the
8:45 Sunday Worship Services
and in the Church Office
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MANAGI NG GODO6S GI FTS

God has given this church many gifts and as | have said many times and believe with all my heart,
everything we have comes from God. These gifts include - an active congregation with many
people who make themselves available to do what needs to be done, good employees, and a
beautiful building to worship in. It is through your commitment to God that these things are able

to continue.

Through giving of our time, talents, and financial support we offer ourselves in service and
devotion to God. Our church is an extension of what we believe. Through the managing of our
gifts we are able to carry out programs, help those in need, and plan for the continuation of our
ministry. All of this takes planning and self discipline and can sometimes be  challenging, but it is
through faith and thanksgiving that we remain strong in fulfilling our mission to spread the good

news of Jesus Christ and to nurture our spirit. TO BE CONTINUED . ..
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